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The Late Stephen Blizzard, MD  |  Ottawa, ON

Elaine Carty, CM OBC MSN CNM  |  Vancouver, BC

Carol Herbert, CM MD  |  Vancouver, BC and London, ON

Jean-Lucien Rouleau, CM MD  |  Montréal, QC

Nahum Sonenberg, OC PhD  |  Montréal, QC

Samuel Weiss, PhD  |  Calgary, AB
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Induction 2023

http://www.cdnmedhall.org


Advanced technologies, such as aviation, create unique 
health challenges. Stephen Blizzard, MD, himself a 
military pilot, developed standards and practices in 
aviation and aerospace medicine still used today, 
including publications such as Flight Times and Flight 
Duty Times in Canada, and the globally used Patient  

Care in Flight, covering pilot fatigue, jet lag, and inflight care. As  
an active-duty officer, Dr. Blizzard served in Operation Magnet 
mission, airlifting Vietnamese refugees to Canada, the United 
National Peacekeeping mission in Egypt, and as an advisor to the  
Air Force in Zimbabwe. A first-generation Black Canadian, and  
with the integral work and support of his wife Merle, Dr. Blizzard 
overcame systemic racism to become a pilot, physician, and 
decorated peacekeeper, serving as President of the International  
Civil Aviation Medical Association, the Canadian Society of Aerospace 
Medicine, and the Canadian Aerospace Medicine and Aeromedical 
Transport Association. He served with the NATO Advisory Group  
on Aerospace Research and Development and became a member  
of the prestigious International Academy of Aviation and Space 
Medicine. His courageous legacy lives on in such awards as the  
Dr. Stephen Blizzard Trailblazer Award.

The restoration and recognition of midwifery as an 
important component of modern health care, which the 
WHO now considers essential to achieving improved 
maternal health and reduced infant mortality worldwide, 
has been the work of courageous pioneers in many 
nations. In Canada, Elaine Carty, MSN CNM has been 

instrumental in establishing the evidentiary basis for expanded 
childbirth services, bringing midwifery into the mainstream, and 
ensuring that childbearing families have access to safe and effective 
care. Working as a university-based nurse midwife, Ms. Carty helped 
erode structural and attitudinal barriers to legitimizing the profession, 
contributing to the legalization of midwifery in British Columbia in 
1998, and serving as founding director of midwifery education at the 
University of British Columbia. She is widely recognized as a primary 
leader in creating the scientific foundation for the legislative and 
regulatory frameworks allowing professional practice of midwifery  
in Canada today. Establishing free clinics, researching optimal timing  
of postpartum hospital discharge, organizing collaborative study of 
safety issues for natural birth and home delivery, including for women 
with disabilities, and integrating arts and humanities into midwifery 
curricula, Elaine Carty has helped secure nationwide acceptance of 
professional midwifery.

Provision of equitable and effective publicly funded 
health care is a pressing challenge of our time.  
Carol Herbert, MD was a pioneer in addressing  
social determinants of health by developing services  
for victims of sexual assault, both adults and children, 
and delivering community-based health care. 

Vancouver’s Sexual Assault Service, in continuous operation  
since 1981, was the first dedicated service of its kind in Canada.  
A passionate advocate for social justice, her integrated 
interdisciplinary research and practice embrace family violence  
and sexual assault; clinical health promotion and patient-physician 
decision-making; participatory research on ecosystem health issues 
in aboriginal communities, and health care and health professional 
education as complex adaptive systems. She is internationally  
known and honoured for her leadership in primary care research  
and for her innovations in health care education, notably as Dean  
of Medicine & Dentistry at the University of Western Ontario.  
Mentor to a multitude of individuals, recipient of numerous  
awards, author of important guidelines for participatory research  
in health promotion, member and fellow of many boards and 
institutes, Dr. Herbert has championed physician advocacy, citizen 
participation in health care and improved access for underserved 
and marginalized populations. 

Jean-Lucien Rouleau, MD has been recognized 
worldwide for his transformative contributions to 
cardiology, including translational scientific work  
in ventricular function, post-infarction ventricular 
remodelling, and neurohormonal activation. His 
leadership in clinical research culminated in the 

development of the life-saving medication sacubitril/valsartan,  
now routinely used to treat patients with chronic heart failure.  
As Director of the Institute of Circulatory and Respiratory Health,  
Dr. Rouleau laid the groundwork for the Strategy for Patient 
Oriented Research (SPOR), and helped establish networks focusing 
on respiration, sleep and circadian rhythm, stroke, atrial fibrillation, 
vascular health and coagulation. As Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, 
Université de Montréal, he initiated development of a delocalized 
campus that resolved the lack of needed health care professionals  
in an underserved region; and championed the development of a 
patient-partner-public approach to health care education. As a 
researcher, author, educator, and administrator, Dr. Rouleau has 
made lasting contributions ranging from medications to health care 
networks, from medical facilities to improved medical policies and 
practices. His ongoing service to the cause of accessible and 
effective public health care now includes a five-year, multi-million 
dollar grant to lead a nationwide Canada Heart Failure Network.

Improvements in medical care are increasingly 
dependent on discoveries of basic research.  
Nahum Sonenberg, PhD, one of Canada’s preeminent 
biomedical scientists, has advanced our understanding 
of viruses, cancer growth and development, memory  
and cognition, synaptic plasticity, spatial learning, and 

autism spectrum disorders. The common element in this diversity is  
Dr. Sonenberg’s insight into the mechanisms of deciphering genetic 
information to produce proteins, a process known as messenger  
RNA translation. Dr. Sonenberg’s discovery of eIF4E, the protein that 
binds mRNA and recruits it to the ribosome to commence translation 
was a landmark event helping unravel the mechanisms controlling 
the rate of protein synthesis, the foundation of the modern field of 
translational control. Dr. Sonenberg has said, “What attracted me  
to the field was that the nature of proteins and everything that 
follows—our behaviour, our wellbeing, everything—is dictated by 
genes.” From Dr. Sonenberg’s insights into genetic functioning,  
new drug compounds and therapies continue to be developed.  
A celebrated scientist of world reputation, Dr. Sonenberg has  
helped realize the health enhancing potential of biochemistry  
and molecular biology research.

Genuine revolutions in science are rare. The acceptance 
of adult neurogenesis is one of these, recognition that 
the central nervous system of mammals contains neural 
stem cells capable of replicating normal cell types, 
including neurons. Samuel Weiss, PhD, demonstrated 
this in experiments with mice in 1992. His discovery of  

the metabotropic glutamate receptor remains a defining moment  
in establishing neurogenesis research as a pathway to exploring 
treatments for Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, stroke, ALS, and multiple 
sclerosis through neurological repair. Since then, Dr. Weiss has 
contributed to our understanding of the importance of neural stem 
cell research in connection with tumour biology, remyelination 
mechanisms in pregnancy, and even aspects of interpersonal and 
social behavior. The scope of these achievements extends from 
medical science to conceptions of mind and human development, 
from pessimistic degenerative determinism to possibilities  
of ongoing regenerative development and repair. Dr. Weiss’ 
directorships at the Hotchkiss Brain Institute of the University  
of Calgary and the CIHR Institute of Neurosciences, Mental Health  
and Addiction has advanced neuroscientific research worldwide.  
His work has furthered a fundamental revolution in our 
understanding of the mechanism of life.
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Committee Chair: 
David Anderson, MD 
Dean and Professor, Faculty of Medicine, Dalhousie University 

Honorary Chairs: 

Jean Gray, CM MD FRCPC FCAHS 
2020 CMHF Laureate 
Professor Emeritus, Medical Education, Medicine & Pharmacology 
Faculty of Medicine, Dalhousie University 

Gaynor Watson-Creed, MD CCFP FRCPC 
Associate Dean, Serving and Engaging Society 
Faculty of Medicine, Dalhousie University 

Master of Ceremonies: 
Heather Hiscox 
Host of Morning Live, CBC News Network 

The Evening: 
The Induction Ceremony includes a reception, dinner and awards 
presentation. The impact of the Inductees and Halifax’s vibrant 
health sciences sector are showcased through short tribute videos. 

The Audience: 
500 + guests from Halifax and across Canada including local and 
national academic, health and business leaders, medical students 
and residents 

Tickets: Sponsored tables of eight and ten and individual tickets available 

Location and Time: 

Halifax Convention Centre, Halifax  NS 

5:00 pm: Reception    
6:00 pm: Formal Dinner & Award Presentation 

Dress Code:       Formal (Black-tie optional) 

About the Canadian Medical Hall of Fame 

The Canadian Medical Hall of Fame (CMHF) celebrates Canadian heroes whose work advances health in 
Canada and the world and fosters future generations of health professionals through the delivery of local and 
national youth education programs and awards. This enduring tribute to our country’s rich medical history is 
showcased on a virtual hall at www.cdnmedhall.ca

2022 Inductees 

The Dalhousie University Faculty of Medicine welcomes 
Canada to Halifax, Nova Scotia for the 2023 Canadian 
Medical Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony 

Annually the Canadian Medical Hall of Fame recognizes six 
individuals whose extraordinary contributions to health 
care or health research have made our country, and the 
world, a better place. 

The Inductees are honoured at a prestigious ceremony held 
in cities across Canada in association with medical schools.  

Honouring Excellence. Preserving History. Inspiring Generations.   519.488.2003   |   www.cdnmedhall.ca 
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2023 Induction Ceremony 
Halifax Convention Centre | June 22, 2023 

Halifax, Nova Scotia 

SPONSORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES 

& BENEFITS 

PLATINUM GOLD SILVER BRONZE CHAMPION 

$15,000 $12,000 $8,000 $5,000 $3,000 

Reserved table seating 
for… 

10 guests 
Premium 

 seats 

10 guests 
Preferred 

seats 

8 guests 8 guests 2 guests 
(two additional 

tickets for students) 

Advertisement on event 
website 

● 

Logo on event e-invitation  
Deadline: January 27, 2023 

● ● 

Social media recognition 
before   & during event  

● ● ● 

Table sign recognition Logo Logo Logo Name Name 

Event program recognition Logo Logo Logo Name Name 

Looping slide 
presentation 

Logo Logo Logo Name Name 

Sponsor boards 
& event website 

Logo Logo Logo Name Name 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES IN HONOUR | IN MEMORIUM 
Donation 

INDIVIDUAL TICKETS 
$325 each 

Acknowledgement in the 
event program 

● 

Receipt for income tax 
purposes 

● ● 

For more information please contact: 
Nani Moleko, Development Manager | CMHF  nmoleko@cdnmedhall.ca 
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2023 Induction Ceremony 
Halifax Convention Centre | June 22, 2023 

Halifax, Nova Scotia 

We will pay by ETF 

Canadian Medical Hall of Fame to 
provide banking details 

SPONSORSHIP COMMITMENT FORM   RETURN BY: April 28, 2023

Organization Name:
(as you would like it recognized)  

Main contact for this event: 
(Title, first name, last name) 

Position: 

Mailing address: 
(please include postal code) 

Email: Phone: 

SPONSORSHIP LEVEL 

 PLATINUM    $15,000       Table 10 guests

 GOLD  $12,000       Table 10 guests  BRONZE  $5,000        8 guests 

 SILVER      $8,000  Table 8 guests  CHAMPION     $3,000       2 guests

 INDIVIDUAL TICKET(S)  QTY  x $325 = $ 

 IN HONOUR | IN MEMORIUM DONATION
We are unable to sponsor this year’s event but would like to make a charitable contribution

 $   in honour of         in memory of:

PAYMENT DETAILS 

 Please invoice us

 We will send a cheque made payable to:  
The Canadian Medical Hall of Fame

Mailing address:
Canadian Medical Hall of Fame
100 Kellogg Lane, Unit 10
London  ON  N5W 0B4

 Kindly email completed form to nmoleko@cdnmedhall.ca 
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2023 INDUCTION COMMITTEE 

2023 Induction Ceremony 
Halifax Convention Centre | June 22, 2023 

Halifax, Nova Scotia 

INDUCTION COMMITTEE CHAIR:  
David Anderson, MD FRCPC FACP 
Dean and professor 
Faculty of Medicine, Dalhousie University 

  COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Alice Aiken, CD PhD 
Vice-President Research & Innovation, 
Dalhousie University 

Faten Alshazly 
Chair of the Board, Halifax Chamber of 
Commerce 

Elizabeth Conrad 
Manager, Alumni Engagement & Donor 
Relations 
Dalhousie University 

Eileen Denovan-Wright , PhD PDF 
Associate Dean, Research 
Dalhousie University 

Cindy Forbes, MD CCFP FCFP 
Family Physician, Clinical Faculty Appointment 
Dalhousie University 

Lissa Foster 
Executive Director, Canadian Medical Hall of 
Fame 

Jennifer Hall, MD CCFP FCFP 
Associate Dean, Dalhousie Medicine New 
Brunswick 
Dalhousie University 

Krista Jangaard, MD FRCPC 
President & CEO, IWK Health Centre 

Andrew Lynk, MD FRCPC 
Head, Department of Pediatrics 
Dalhousie University 

Brenda Merritt, PhD 
Dean, Faculty of Health 
Dalhousie University 

Nancy MacCready-Williams LLB ICD.D 
CEO, Doctors Nova Scotia 

Nani Moleko 
Development Manager, Canadian Medical Hall of 
Fame 

Karen Oldfield KC ICD.D 
President and CEO, Nova Scotia Health 

Christine Short, MD FRCPC 
Head, Department of Medicine 
Dalhousie University 

Kath Stringer, MD CCFP FCFP 
Head, Department of Medicine 
Dalhousie University 

Cathrine Yuill 
Executive Director, Advancement 
Dalhousie University 

Qendresa Sahiti 
MD Candidate 2024, Dalhousie University 
Medical Student Representative  
2022 CMHF Award Recipient
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2023 Induction Ceremony 
Halifax Convention Centre | June 22, 2023 

Halifax, NS 
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HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS: 
Carol Herbert, MD CCFP FCFP FCAHS 
Bryce Taylor, CM MD FRCSC FACS 

  OFFICERS 
Cindy Forbes, MD CCFP FCFP (Chair) 
Family Physician, Clinical Faculty Appointment 
Dalhousie University Department of Family Medicine 
Liaison, Canadian Medical Association (NS) 

William L. Orovan, MD MBA FRCSC FACS (Past Chair) 
Vice Dean, Clinical Services and Commercial 
Enterprises, McMaster University, Faculty of Health 
Sciences (ON) 

Derek Bodkin, CPA (Secretary-Treasurer) 
Vice President, Individual Customer Finance 
Canada Life (ON) 

Betty Jean (BJ) Hancock, MD FRCSC FACS 
Pediatric Surgeon and Intensivist, Department of 
Surgery, Children’s Hospital of Winnipeg; Liaison, 
Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada 
(MB) 

Lehana Thabane, PhD FASA FSCT FCAHS EMISI 
Professor, McMaster University, Department of 
Health Research Methods, Evidence, and Impact (HEI) 
VP Research, St Joseph’s Healthcare Hamilton; 
Scientific Director, The Research Institute of St. Joe’s 
Hamilton (ON) 

Ronald Worton, OC PhD DSc FRCPS (hon) 
2014 CMHF Laureate, Scientific Director Emeritus 
Ottawa Hospital Research Institute (ON) 

  DIRECTORS 
Alysia M. Christiaen, LLB 
Corporate Lawyer & Chief Privacy Officer 
Lerners LLP (ON) 

Greta Cummings, RN PhD FCAHS FAAN FCAN 
Edmonton AB 
Founding College Dean and Professor, 
University of Alberta, College of Health Sciences (AB) 

Louis Hugo Francescutti, MD PhD MPH FRCPC 
CCFP(PC) FACP CCPE ICD-D 
Professor, University of Alberta School of Public 
Health; Liaison, Canadian Medical Association (AB) 

Lucie Germain, PhD CAHS 
Professor (Full), Department of Surgery 
Faculty of Medicine, Université Laval (QC) 

Changseok (Freddy) Lee, MD 
2020 CMHF Award Recipient, Dalhousie University 
(NS) 

Preston Smith, MD MEd CCFP FCFP CCPE 
Dean, College of Medicine, University of Saskatchewan 
Liaison, The College of Family Physicians of Canada 
(SK) 

Mario Talajic, MD FRSC 
Executive Vice-Dean, Clinical Sciences and 
Partnership, Université de Montréal, Department of 
Medicine (QC) 

Mira Villegas, MD Candidate 2023 
University of Manitoba (MB) 
(CFMS Liaison) 

John Yoo, MD FRCSC FACS 
Dean, Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry, 
Western University (ON) 

Lissa Foster (Ex Officio) 
Executive Director 

2022 - 2023 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

http://www.cdnmedhall.ca/
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RODERICK McINNES, OC OOnt MD PhD FRSC (Chair) 
Alva Chair in Human Genetics, Professor of Human Genetics and Biochemistry; Senior Investigator, Lady Davis 
Institute, Jewish General Hospital, McGill University, QC 

DAVID ANDERSON, MD FRCPC FACP 
Dean, Faculty of Medicine 
Dalhousie University, NS 

NARANJAN DHALLA, CM OM PhD FRSC 
2019 CMHF Laureate 
Distinguished Professor, University of Manitoba 
Director of Cardiovascular Developments, Institute of 
Cardiovascular Sciences, St. Boniface Hospital 
Albrechtsen Research Centre, MB 

VLADIMIR HACHINSKI, CM MD DSc FRCPC 
2018 CMHF Laureate 
Professor of Neurology and Distinguished University 
Professor, Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry, 
Clinical Neurological Sciences, Western University, ON 

FRANCE LÉGARÉ, MD MSc PhD CCMF FCMF 
Professeure titulaire, Université Laval Département de 
médecine familiale et de médecine d'urgence, Chaire 
de recherche du Canada sur la décision partagée et 
l'application des connaissances QC 

ANNE MARTIN-MATTHEWS, OC PhD FCAHS 
Professor of Sociology 
The University of British Columbia, BC 

PHILIP MARSDEN, MD 
Platform Director, Keenan Research Centre for 
Biomedical Science, St. Michaels Hospital; Professor 
of Medicine, University of Toronto, ON 

ROBYN TAMBLYN, CM BScN MSc PhD FCAHS FRSC 
Distinguished James McGill Chair & Professor, 
Departments of Medicine and Epidemiology, 
Biostatistics & Occupational Health | Director, 
Division of Clinical Epidemiology, MUHC | Scientific 
Director Clinical & Health Informatics Research 
Group, McGill University, QC 

LORI WEST, OC MD DPHIL FRSC FCAHS 
Professor of Pediatrics, Surgery, Medical 
Microbiology/Immunology and Laboratory 
Medicine/Pathology, University of Alberta 
Director, Alberta Transplant Institute 
Director, Canadian Donation and Transplantation 
Research Program, AB 

CORNELIA (NEL) WIEMAN, MSc MD FRCPC 
Deputy Chief Medical Officer, First Nations Health 
Authority, BC 

 SELECTION CRITERIA AND CATEGORIES 
Canadian Medical Hall of Fame Laureates are Canadian citizens whose outstanding leadership, integrity and 
contributions to medicine and the health sciences, in Canada or abroad, have led to extraordinary improvements 
in human health. 

Their work may be a single meritorious contribution or a lifetime of superior accomplishments. Pioneers in their 
field, they are role models who inspire young Canadians to pursue careers in the health sciences. 

Laureates include worthy nominees from a variety of disciplines and from many professions and roles including 
doctors, researchers, nurses, dentists, pharmacists, policy makers - to name only a few. Nominations of 
Canadians, living or posthumous, who meet the criteria from the many aspects of health are encouraged. 

Up to six individuals may be selected for induction annually; only one individual may be inducted posthumously 
each year. 

Canadian citizens from across health professions within Canada and across the globe may be recognized for their 
work in one or more of the following categories: 

Leadership in building excellence in health for Canadians and the world 
Leadership in health promotion, illness prevention and care 
Leadership in research with national and international recognition for a scientific contribution 

SELECTION COMMITTEE 

2023 Induction Ceremony 
Halifax Convention Centre | June 22, 2023 

Halifax, NS 
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